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How similar are they?

mariners vs. seattle mariners
mariners vs. 1st mariner bank

query

mariners



Chocolate Cigarettes

Chocolate candy Chocolate cigars

Nostalgic candyNovelty candy

Candy cigarettes

Old fashioned
candy

How similar are they?

chocolate cigarettes vs. cigarettes
chocolate cigarettes vs. chocolate cigars

chocolate cigarettes vs. old fashioned candy

Goal: create a similarity function

fsim: (String1,String2) �o R

Rank suggestions 

Fix String1 as q; vary String2 as s1 , s2 , �} , sk

Whether the function is symmetric is not important

For query suggestion �² fsim(q,s)
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